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I got a kick out of a little article in Thursday's newspaper. Maybe you saw it. It was under the 
title, “Mower Driver Can't Outrun DUI Charges.” It seems this guy, Michael Ginevan of 
Bunker Hill, W.VA was drving a riding lawnmower about a mile from his house, when a 
sheriff's deputy tried to pull him over. Yeah, Ginevan allegedly sped away and the deputy 
stopped his cruiser and chased him on foot. He caught up to him after a short chase, but 
Ginevan still wouldn't stop, so the deputy pulled him off the mower. Ginevan then refused to 
take a field sobriety test, and was then arrested. The deputy then found that the guy had a case 
of beer strapped to the lawnmower's front. 
 
Well, we probably just think it's funny. I don't know, maybe you don't. I did. But, it occurred to 
me that probably not everybody in the man's community thought it was funny. I don't know 
whether the guy goes to church or not, but I thought if he does, probably some of the folks in 
his local church are scandalized by it. And even if he doesn't, I imagine some of his family, 
some of his kinfolk might be a little embarrassed, a little scandalized by the whole thing. Like I 
said, it doesn't scandalize us. We get a good chuckle out of it. 
 
But, there are things that scandalize us, things that offend our sense of moral propriety, and are 
perhaps deeply hurtful of us because of that. I think of flying planes into the side buildings for 
one very big scandal. But there are others, of course. Maybe there's some couple that you're 
close to that the wife or the husband has an affair, and runs off and leaves the kids and the 
spouse to fend for themselves. How could they do that? Maybe a trusted neighbor who's teen 
has been friends with yours for years allowed their teen to have an unsupervised party with lots 
of friends over (including your child) and there was lots of underage drinking and who knows 
what else going on. And it's hurtful, because you trusted these people; you thought you were at 
least on something of the same page with them. 
 
Well, apparently some of those kinds of things were happening in Luke's community, or among 
the close circle of Jesus' followers. The reading from Luke today begins with Jesus saying to 
his disciples, “Occasions for stumbling are bound to come...” And you know what the word in 
New Testament Greek is that is translated here as “occasions for stumbling,” you know, “a 
stumbling block?” It's skandalon. It's the root word of our word, scandal. Get this. Says Jesus, 
the things that make us, make the disciples, “stumble” in the faith are the things others do that 
scandalize us, that offend our sense of morals, and so, are hurtful to us. Those are the things 
that make us stumble...the sins of others! Islamic terrorists, adulterers, whatever... 
 
And knowing that, and having the ability to live in loving community with each other at heart, 
Jesus then turns that right around and says to the disciples...  “Yeah, those things will come, but 
be careful you aren't the one who makes it hard for someone else to be faithful to me!” 
Because, see here's why that's the case for Jesus: to be faithful to Jesus means when someone 
has done something that scandalizes you,  first, you let them know how they've hurt you, and 
then if they say they're sorry to have hurt you, you forgive them! Says Jesus, even “if the same 
person sins against you seven times a day, and turns back to you seven times and says, 'I'm 
sorry,' you must forgive.” 
 
What?! Well, it's no wonder at that point the apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 
They understood exactly what Jesus was saying, and that that's what it means to be faithful, and 
they were thinking, “this is impossible!” “How are we ever going to do that?” And, when we 
understand what's being said here, we're right there with them! Really. I mean, we know about 
forgiveness. If we grew up in the church, and maybe even if we didn't, we've heard about 
forgiveness all our lives. We know we're supposed to forgive. The question is how? Right? 



 
When it really comes down to it, when we've been scandalized, when our morals have been 
deeply offended by what we see and experience as a very hurtful action, how and where do we 
find it in us to forgive? How are you to trust that the person is sincere in their apology, when 
they keep offending you? Lord, increase our faith! We need more faith, if we are to truly follow 
Jesus, don't we!? And then Jesus has some rather harsh words for the apostles. He says, in 
effect, “you can't increase what you don't have!” He says “if you had faith the size of a mustard 
seed,” you could do this. “You could say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the 
sea,' and it would obey you.” That's not really helpful, I don't think, is it? But, then, I don't 
think Jesus was trying to be helpful right then. I think he was just trying to get their attention. I 
think he was trying to wake them up so that he could then be helpful. 
 
You know there's been some terrible, terrible abuse of this little verse by some in the church 
over the years. Those who've tried to make every word of Jesus recorded in the New Testament 
into some kind of doctrine. In this case it's lead to people doing things like saying to a grieving 
mother whose child just died of leukemia, “if you had only had more faith, your child wouldn't 
have died.” No, this isn't a doctrine. 
 
Jesus was just trying to get their attention and wake them up. See, what comes next is the 
helpful part. Jesus tells this parable about a slave coming in after working in the field all day, 
and points out that the master of the household wouldn't say, “Come sit down and eat,” I'll fix 
you some supper, but rather, “Fix me supper, then you can eat.” And he ends by saying, “when 
you've done all that you were ordered to do, say, 'We are worthless slaves; we have done only 
what we ought to have done!” See, here's the deal. Jesus is saying to the apostles, if you want to 
increase your faith, increase your service!” When it comes to much of the New Testament, faith 
is doing! Faith is a verb. Says Jesus, “If you want to be able to forgive someone who's 
scandalized you, serve them, humbly. You may not like doing it, but it's what will enable you 
to be able to forgive them. It's what will enable you to truly be faithful, to truly follow Jesus. 
 
And then there's this. After you've done that. Though that might seem rare, it doesn't make you 
anything special. When you've done that, you will have only done what God intends for us just 
as human beings to do for each other, anyway. Indeed, we will have only grasped the true 
nature of this world, of this life in which we live. It is grace. All of it gift... a world of wonder. 
No need to be afraid. No need to hold fiercely to the things by which we make ourselves feel a 
little bit superior, religiously, morally, physically, intellectually, militarily, whatever. Instead, 
we are all, in the final analysis on common ground. We all do things that deeply offend and 
hurt others. We all are in constant need of forgiveness. We are all sustained continuously by the 
grace of God in which we live. Jesus calls us to recognize that is our condition and everyone's. 
We are, all of us, children of God capable of missing the mark... in need of grace. 
 
As Porter Taylor puts it: “Forgiveness is not about whitewashing the past; it's about seeing the 
present in a new light and looking toward a future of redemption.” That's God's vision for our 
lives. And the way we enter that vision is by imitating who God is, by imitating Christ's self-
giving. If you want to be able to forgive someone who's scandalized you, humbly serve them! 
What else is this meal about? We come with the posture of recipients of grace. And what we 
receive is what ushers us into life in God. We receive the very incarnate, human life of Jesus. 
He who took a towel the evening of this meal and wrapped around his waist and got on his 
knees to wash his disciples feet, all these who would soon abandon him, like cowards. He got 
down on his knees to wash their feet,  like a slave, serving them. And according to Jesus, he 
was doing only what we all ought to do for each other. So, will you come? 
 
 
 
 


