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Well, you read about these Greeks and their desire to see Jesus with all the machinations that 
follow; you know they come to Philip, Philip goes to Andrew, then the two of them go to Jesus, 
and it conjures up pictures in your head of  Philip and Andrew wearing black suits, with dark 
glasses and earpieces. I mean, you think what are they, like the Secret Service? You know, only 
certain people get to see Jesus. I mean it's not like Jesus wasn't always out walking around, 
talking to crowds with random people always approaching him. So, right away we know that 
there's more here than meets the eye! Right away we need to remember that we're in John's 
gospel. So, we remember that what we're reading is at least as much a theological treatise as it 
is a telling of the events of Jesus' life and ministry. 
 
So, here's where we begin. These Greeks wanted to come to understand who this Jesus really is. 
That's what John is saying, not that they just wanted to lay eyes on him, or even that they 
wanted an audience with him, or a photo-op. They wanted to understand who he really is in 
their life and in the world. They were those who were referred to as “God-fearers,” which 
basically means they were gentiles who were Jews by conversion, not by birth, kind of second-
class Jews. The reason they go to Philip specifically is that he was from Bethsaida, which was a 
Greek-speaking area. He spoke their language. 
 
But, the most important thing for John as he tells this story is that their request isn't about 
seeing Jesus with their eyes, or having an audience with him. It's about wanting to really 
understand who he is. That's why Jesus' answer to this request sounds so cryptic and off-base to 
us. It shouldn't be that way quite so much if we understand what is important to John as he 
writes his gospel. The question is how are we to understand just who Jesus is in our life and in 
our world? That's what these Greeks want to know. Finally it's what we want to know, too. 
Does Jesus really make any difference in my life and in our world? And if so, what is that 
difference? 
 
I mean, the problem is if we phrase the question in terms of who Jesus is, it makes it too easy to 
give pat, doctrinal answers. “Jesus is the Son of God.” “Jesus is the way to salvation.” And 
those answers beg the question as to what real difference he makes in your life and in the 
world. And some might say, “well, it means you get to go to heaven when you die.” That's the 
difference. But, that's not really where Jesus main emphasis was. He didn't teach us to pray for 
that. He taught us to pray that heaven would come fully in the world. You know, “thy kingdom 
come...on earth.” That's the kingdom of heaven. So, in our own way, we're still asking the 
question aren't we? Who is this Jesus, and how do I really come to know him in a way that I'm 
transformed, in a way that I know the difference he makes in my life and in the world? That's 
what those Greeks wanted to know. And we want to know. 
 
So, listen to Jesus' response. Jesus basically says that only in the crucifixion and resurrection 
will he really be “seen,” will he really be understood. In response to their request to really 
understand what difference he makes in their life and in the world, he says, “The hour has come 
for the Son of Man to be glorified.” In John's gospel that means very simply the crucifixion and 
resurrection. That's where Jesus is glorified. But, listen. He talks of the need to die in order to 
bear the real fruit of life. And he's not speaking only about his own need to die, but of 
everyone's! Right there, as if to interpret the meaning of saying: “unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit”, right there 
he continues, “Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will 
keep it for eternal life.” 
 



He's talking about the need to die to all the things we confuse with the real meaning of life, so 
that we can live real life, the fullness of life that God intends, life as Kingdom people! John's 
Jesus says, “what should I say--'Father, save me from this hour'? (of my death) No, it is for this 
reason I have come to this hour.” He's saying, as hard as this is for me, people need to know 
that the mystery at the heart of life is that through it all, God is always a God of resurrection, a 
God of new life! Here's John's answer. We can only understand the difference Jesus makes in 
our life when we have seen him as the One who sees us in all the pain and hurt of our need to 
die, and who in sharing in that pain and hurt of the need to die, reflects the true reality of it: 
Resurrection; New, fruitful life. That's what we know redemption to be. 
 
Redemption includes experiencing the desperate depth of our hurt and need and experiencing 
the life-giving hope of newness that arises out of all the deaths we need to die. Andrew Greely 
tells the story of a grandmother who totally adored her oldest grandson (like most grandmothers 
do). He was a fine young man too. Handsome, friendly, courteous, more mature than you could 
reasonably expect a teenager to be. He was also an excellent athlete and was to be valedictorian 
of his class. Then just a week before graduation, another teen (quite drunk) plowed into the car 
in which the young man was returning from a baseball game. He died three hours later in the 
hospital. Everyone in the family was devastated.  
 
The grandmother was furious. Why do such things happen, she demanded. Why did it have to 
happen to my grandson? What kind of God would permit this to happen to me? Why should I 
believe in Him? I don't believe in Him. My grandson was so young, he had the rest of his life 
ahead of him. It's alright for old people to die, but not for someone who had a right to a long 
and happy life. She carried on like that for months, making the tragedy even harder for her 
family. She stopped going to church and refused to talk to the minister who dropped by her 
house to talk to her. Then one night, maybe she was dreaming, maybe half awake, her 
grandson, in his baseball uniform appeared to her. “Cool it, Grams,” he told her. “I'm happy.” 
“You're not acting like my grams anymore.” “We all have to die sometime, young or old, but 
here we're all young and we're all laughing.” So, the grandmother began to die to her rage.  
 
Fleming Rutledge recalls that during the Persian Gulf War, one of the writers for the New 
Yorker magazine was reminded of an incident described by George Orwell during the Spanish 
Civil War. Orwell wrote from the front lines that he saw a man from the opposing Fascist 
forces jump out of the trench and run along the parapet in full view, presumably carrying a 
message to an officer. He had nothing on but a pair of ill-fitting trousers, which he held up with 
one hand as he ran. Orwell wrote, “I refrained from shooting him; I had come here to shoot at 
“fascists,” but a man who is holding up his trousers isn't a “fascist,” he is visibly a fellow-
creature, similar to yourself and you don't feel like shooting him.”  
 
Rutledge says, “When God looks at us, (God) does not see titles, bank accounts, club 
memberships, vacation homes, net worth. (God) sees frail, vulnerable creatures trying to cover 
up our spiritual nakedness.” Friends, when Jesus was crucified, he shared our lives at that level. 
He shared our lives at the level of our desperate pain and hurt at all the deaths we have to die, 
so that we can live knowing that nothing we ever experience is beyond the reach of the God of 
resurrection. So that we can die to all we need to, and live full, hopeful, fruitful lives. It is, isn't 
it, our refusal to die to all the things we need to that ties our lives and world up in knots, or in 
the words of Paul that makes us live as God's enemies. 
 
But friends, even so, God looks at us desperately trying to hold up our trousers with one hand 
and sees Jesus and declares that we are not enemies but friends, beloved sons and daughters. 
That's the difference Jesus makes in our lives and world. Simply put, we can die to all we need 
to because we know a God of resurrection. And when we know resurrection as the reality in 
which we live and move, resurrection breaking out everywhere, you know what happens? We 
start seeing and wanting to greet and serve Jesus, everywhere. Like those Greeks, we want to 



see Jesus and once we have seen his crucifixion and resurrection, we can see him everywhere. 
In all the deaths we and anyone in the world have to die, we can see him suffering that pain and 
we can see him rising up to new life. And that makes all the difference. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


