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That Mary. She is just never doing what she's supposed to be doing! You remember, this isn't the first 
time that Jesus has come to Mary's rescue. There was that other time that Jesus and his disciples were 
at their home in Bethany. You remember that story. Martha, Mary's sister, was busy running around in 
the kitchen trying to prepare a “proper” meal for the visiting rabbi and his disciples, but Mary wasn't 
bothering to help her. Mary was out in the living room seated with the disciples listening to Jesus. 
Martha, of course, got very outdone with her and finally upbraided Jesus for it. “Why don't you tell my 
sister to help me?!” Jesus had instead, you remember, defended Mary.  
 
And so, here it happens again. Only this time it's different. This time Mary seems to be more or less 
accepted as one of Jesus' disciples. But, this time it's Judas who says in effect, “Well, if she's a disciple, 
she sure isn't acting like one!” Judas was just stating what everyone knew. Jesus' disciples were 
supposed to be about helping the poor. But, Mary has just taken a pound of a costly perfume, made of 
pure nard, and used it to anoint Jesus' feet. Mary isn't doing what she's supposed to be doing! Says 
Judas, “we're supposed to be living simply, that others may simply live!” And he wasn't saying 
anything that the rest of the disciples wouldn't have probably been thinking. In fact, right when he said 
it, some of them probably wished they'd said it first. “If she's one of us, that perfume should have been 
sold for 300 denarii and the money given to the poor!” 300 denarii... that's a year's wages that perfume 
would have brought in for mission. Mary wasn't doing what she was supposed to be doing! 
 
Well, there's never any shortage of people around to tell us what we're supposed to be doing. In the job 
you're in there always plenty of folks to tell you what you're supposed to be doing if you really want to 
do your job “right.” And the same is true of school and sports. More than that, there are those voices 
across the culture telling you how you need to dress, what activities you need to do, what cars you 
need to own, what size of house you need to have if you really want to be “in”, if you really want to 
have “made it.” Did you read about, or hear about the new online dating service, www.hotenough.org? 
See, not just anybody can be listed on their website. It's only for “hot” looking people, “fit, good-
looking” people. On an attractiveness scale of 1-10, after submitting three pictures of yourself, you 
have to be rated at least an 8.2 by those who are already members.  
 
But, more to the point in regards to this story in John, there are those in the church all too ready to tell 
us what we're supposed to be doing, too. I firmly believe that we in the United Methodist Church need 
to be a lot more passionate about what we believe, a lot more passionate in our spirituality. And that's a 
good thing for the District to have as an emphasis. And I have to say that if you missed last Tuesday's 
event with Mike Slaughter, I'm really sorry, because you missed one of the best events, one of the best 
speakers about the call of the church that I've heard in a long time. Having said that, I have to add 
however, that if our prime motivating factor in all of this is the number of persons we've had join or 
not join our congregations by profession of faith, then the whole church really is lost. I'm all for 
making disciples, it's what Christ calls us to do. But friends, getting people to stand in front of the 
church and say, “Lord, Lord” doesn't mean we've made a disciple of Jesus Christ! Just like if Mary had 
sold that perfume and given the money to the poor it doesn't mean that she would have been a better 
disciple. The question for us is not how many professions of faith we had. The question is are we as 
Christ's people in our congregations living fully and freely for Jesus? Christ will take care of 
professions of faith. 
 



Listen to the way John tells this story. First of all he makes a point of letting us know that this is the 
home of Lazarus “whom he had raised from the dead.” And then after mentioning Martha serving the 
meal, he mentions Lazarus a second time. He says “Lazarus was one of those at the table with him.” 
Now, that's important because what this story is really all about is how dying and rising is what Christ's 
life is all about, and so dying and rising is what life in Christ is all about. Have you died yet? That's the 
benchmark for whether we are living fully and freely for Jesus. Life in Christ is living as if you're 
already dead. That is, you've died to self. You've died to all self-justification! See, Lazarus was there 
and the point is he had already been dead and was raised! You hear that? He's mentioned because he's 
a model for us. We're now to live like Jesus... that is die and be raised! 
Friends, that's the meaning of our baptism. We have been crucified with Christ, that is, with him we 
have died to the world and we have died to self-justification, that we might be raised into Christ. It's 
what Paul was saying in Philippians 3, when he names all these things that made him feel good about 
himself.  He says, in effect, “I've died. All of that is rubbish.” One of the best things I heard Mike 
Slaughter say on Tuesday was the way he talked about baptism. He put it very succinctly. He said 
baptism means we are dead, buried and out of the way! Or, like my friend puts it, it means God is God 
and we're not. So, here's Mary. 
 
Now see the reason why Mary was never doing what others thought she was supposed to be doing was 
because she had died to all means of self-justification. How was a woman to justify herself and her 
existence? By serving in the kitchen. How was a disciple to justify him or herself? By giving to the 
poor! See, Mary's already died and been raised, as well as Lazarus! Mary knew herself to be liked by 
Jesus more than she knew how to like herself. She couldn't have done enough either in the kitchen, or 
by selling her perfume to have liked herself more than she knew herself liked by Jesus. See, that's 
baptism, too. God is God and God loves you, so what else matters? So, she's raised into new life! She's 
free to serve Christ fully in the needs of the day. 
 
Judas' problem is that he hadn't died, yet! How do we know that? We know that because his motives 
for wanting to help the poor are hidden from him. John lets us know that. He tells us that with Judas it 
was really all about him. But, listen Judas doesn't see that. We need to understand that. Judas didn't 
wake up every morning thinking, “ how can I be evil and deceitful today?”. He thought he was about 
doing good. He thought he was about being one of Christ's disciples! See, you can do good and not 
have died yet, can't you? It just means that finally the good you're doing is all about you doing good! 
The problem is if we're still in our self-justifying ways, the good you do will eventually give rise to 
what Jesus sees as the real evil among us, scapegoating, as Judas does here with Mary. That's why 
Jesus has to speak up and say, “Leave her alone.” 
 
See, another way of speaking of the fact that unlike Lazarus and Mary, Judas hadn't died yet is the fact 
that Judas didn't know himself as “poor.” He was still thinking in terms of “us” and “them.” “We” need 
to be helping “the poor.” If he'd died to his need for self-justification then like Mary he would have 
been involved always in giving himself away in selfless service. And so, of course, poor people would 
not have been neglected because he would have seen himself with them as all part of the same life 
together. He would have been living in the needs of the day with them. 
  
Friends, it's not about us. Mike Slaughter told the story of after starting a new worship service that had 
rock music in it, one of the long-time members of his church came up to him afterward and said, 
“Pastor, I don't think God would like this.” And he said, “well, why don't you think God would like 
it?” And she said, “well, because I don't like it.” And he said, “Oh, you don't like it.” She said, “well, 
it's not my preference.” And he asked her, “have you been baptized?” And she said, “yes, of course.” 



And he said, “well, if you've been baptized that means you're dead, buried and out of the way. You 
don't have any preferences any more.”  
 
You see, the only question for us is: are we as Christ's people in this congregation living fully and 
freely for Jesus? Are we continually trying to find ways outside of our doors to give ourselves away 
unconditionally? Now, if we do that, if people want to know why we like them so much, enough to 
keep serving them unconditionally, then we can tell them and that might be a transforming thing for 
them to hear. They might decide that they want to be here with us to hear more of that message. And 
that'd be great! But, getting them here in this place with us is not the point! Having them here to help 
us keep the doors of our building open, or to make us feel good about ourselves as a church, isn't the 
point! You know, if that's why you're here, doing your duty to keep this institution going, you're in the 
wrong place. But, if you're here because you know you need to keep hearing the gospel message, you 
know how easily you slip back into the status quo way of self-interested thinking, you know you need 
to keep dying and being buried and getting yourself out of the way so that Christ can live in and 
through you, then this is a good place for you. 
 
There's a word of the love of God here for you, and there are opportunities here to live that new life, to 
give yourself away for Jesus. The love of Christ will set you free to live as if you're already dead, like 
Mary. What is there left to prove? 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


