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In the movie comedy Talledaga Nights, actor Will Ferrel plays a Nascar driver named Ricky 
Bobby. His character really knows nothing beyond wining races and self-indulgence. In one 
scene he is shown praying and he prays to the “Lord Baby Jesus.” When someone points out to 
him that, you know, Jesus did grow up to adulthood, Ricky Bobby responds saying, “you can 
pray to any Jesus you like, the teenage Jesus, the adult Jesus, but in this house we like the baby 
Jesus with all his magic, baby powers and swaddling clothes!” And other than the fact that it's 
obviously a reflection of Ricky Bobby's own refusal to grow up, I guess that's really okay, 
because we all need a place to start with Jesus. 
 
But, have you ever noticed that in the Gospel of Mark, we are offered no such easy starting 
place? There are no stories of Jesus' birth in Mark. There is no infant holy, infant lowly, no 
sweet, little baby Jesus boy in swaddling clothes. In Mark, Jesus sweeps in a full grown man 
and takes Galilee by storm! He just shows up in your life with a message and a call. So, here, 
not even half way through the first chapter, Mark briefly mentions John's arrest, but it seems 
just a footnote. Mark is anxious to get to Jesus' preaching and calling of disciples. 
 
And so, there he is passing along by the Sea of Galilee, and there they are, these fishermen out 
in their boats, Simon, Andrew, James and John about their work. They're busy. They're busy 
with their lives. You know, if they had talked that way, they would have told you they had 
already found their calling, or at least were well-settled in their careers. We know at least that 
Peter was married and had people to support. So, their lives were laid out before them the way 
life will do. And they are busy with their lives. 
 
And, you know, a lot has been written and preached over the years about these disciples and 
what it must have taken for them to just up and leave, as Mark tells it here. But, the thing is, 
Mark really doesn't seem at all concerned about that! He doesn't tell any story about their inner 
struggle. He offers no insight into what it took for them to leave their nets, or their father sitting 
in the boat. Rather, we just get to see that they're busy with their lives when Jesus shows up. 
They're busy. 
 
We do know how that feels. There are days when I feel pulled in so many different directions, I 
just want to go home, pack up my fishing stuff and go to the mountains to stand in some cold, 
gurgling trout stream. And sometimes, when the weather is nicer, I do. But, I'm not looking for 
sympathy, here. I know that that's no different from what most of you have known, or currently 
experience in your own life and work. I just think maybe that's why it's so hard for us to resist 
putting ourselves in one of those boats on the Sea of Galilee, with Peter and Andrew, or James 
and John, and wondering if we would be able to drop everything and go with Jesus. Because, 
we are so deeply involved, enmeshed, entrapped in the details and routine of our lives, that that 
one aspect of the story just intrigues us so. We can't imagine. 
 
And so, when we hear this story we focus on that. Or, maybe we think, well if Jesus really 
showed up and called me, I'd have to go, and maybe that would make things easier. I'd really 
know what I was supposed to do with my life, and not be stuck always trying to balance all the 
demands and all that I love about life with what I think might be his call. But listen. I think 
Mark tells this story the way he does, on purpose. He thinks our focus on the disciples is to put 
the emphasis on the wrong syllable! It's not about them, this story. It's about Jesus. 
 
As Barbara Brown Taylor has said, this story is about "the power of God to walk right up to a 
quartet of fishermen and work a miracle, creating faith where there was no faith, creating 
disciples where there were none just a moment before." Mark loves miracle stories and this 



might just be the first one he tells. Before, they were fishermen, now they are disciples. Do you 
really think water into wine is more of a miracle than that? Jesus calls them and they follow 
him. 
 
Maybe it really is just as simple as that. Maybe that's what we're supposed to get from this. We 
belong to Jesus. That is our primary calling, to belong to him, to follow him. As someone has 
noted, Jesus doesn't call us to add one more thing to our already overly busy lives. He calls us 
to a new way of being in our lives, whether they're busy or not. Now, here's what's so amazing 
about Jesus' call: that new way of being could mean lots of different things, both for all these 
different people and lots of different things just over the course of our own lives. You know, at 
one time it could mean taking time to not be so busy. It could mean taking time to go to the 
mountains, or to take a walk with your wife or husband. Or, it could mean working in a soup 
kitchen, or tutoring a first-grader, or working on someone's house, all of which may before 
hand seem like one more thing to do, but instead be found to be somehow a soul-filling break 
from busy-ness. It could mean taking time for prayer or bible study. It can mean so many 
different things for different people and so many different things over the course of our lives as 
we change and grow, because this way of being is primarily belonging. Belonging to Jesus, and 
so trying to follow him where he leads.  
 
Now, certainly as Mark indicates whenever we go someplace new, or do something new in 
seeking to follow Jesus, it will mean we leave something else behind. But, what we leave 
behind isn't what we're focused on! And that may be the hard part for us to understand because 
there are so many things we love about our lives. But, what we're focused on is where Jesus 
wants to take us! It's what Paul said, when he writes that he considers all these other things so 
much refuse for the superior good of knowing Jesus Christ! It's not that the things he was 
talking about were bad, they had been good and very meaningful things in his life, but he 
doesn't seem at all anguished to leave them behind! Because, like Simon and Andrew and 
James and John, where he had once been this other person, perfectly good and respectable, now 
Jesus had made him a disciple! So, he knows to whom he belongs! 
 
Singer-songwriter, Bob Dylan once said that one day Jesus tapped him on the shoulder and 
said, Bob, why are you resisting me? And Dylan said, I'm not resisting you!  And Jesus said, 
You gonna follow me?  And Dylan said, I've never thought about that before!  And Jesus said 
to him, When you're not following me, you're resisting me. Friends, here's the thing: your life, 
well, your life is not your life. Your life is not about what you can do with it. It's about what 
God can do with it. You belong to Jesus. You were created through and for him. He has called 
you to recognize that you belong to him and to follow. 
 
I invite you today, and for that matter every Sunday in worship, and everytime you remember 
in between to say to him, “Lord, I belong to you. Lord, I belong to you. Lord, I belong to you. 
My soul finds rest in you. Thank you for calling me. I will follow where you lead. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


