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This whole story is a metaphor for us. It's a metaphor for the church gathered together in worship. Says Luke, 
the crowd is gathered around Jesus, hoping to hear a word of God. What other good reason do we have for being 
here this morning, or for being here any Sunday morning? We could say we're here because that's just the way 
we were raised. You go to church on Sundays. And if pressed on that, we might say that we think that's part of 
what it means to be a good person, or to be a good citizen. But, none of that would have anything to do with 
what worship is really about. 
 
Or, some might say that they're here because they believe in the values the church teaches. But, you can read 
books on ethics and values, or you can participate in other clubs or organizations whose purpose is to instill 
certain values. And again, that really wouldn't have much to do with worship. No, the only good reason to be 
here this morning, or any Sunday morning in a worship service is to worship God, that is, to have an experience 
of, or an encounter with God! 
 
And certainly in the Judeo-Christian tradition that means we come expecting and hoping to hear something God 
is saying to us, individually and as a community. We come expecting and hoping to experience God's presence 
deeply and so hear deeply in our hearts a word from God for us, a word of comfort, a word of challenge, a word 
of assurance, a word of conviction, a word of direction and guidance. That's what worship is. It's opening 
ourselves to God, experiencing God's presence, being moved by God's speaking to our hearts. 
 
So, this story in Luke is a metaphor for the church gathered in worship, listening to Jesus for what God would 
say to them. And Jesus is teaching them from within a boat, another very common early symbol for us, for 
church. And so it is that Simon, a disciple to be, a would-be disciple of Jesus is told to put this boat out off the 
shore in deep waters and let down his nets for a catch. And we know what's coming, of course, eventually Jesus 
is going to call Simon, call all the church to a different kind of “fishing”. He's going to call him to “catch” 
people up in the Good News. 
 
But, before we get to that we need to hear this fish story! That's what it is, really. It's a pretty typical fish story 
that ends in not a completely unheard of way, but in perhaps an atypical way. For the most part, it's a typical fish 
story. You know how it goes. Jesus tells Simon to put out into deep water and let down his nets. Simon says, 
“Hey, we've been fishing all night and haven't done any good at all.” But, being a fisherman, and so always 
willing to accept a tip. (Fishermen are, after all, eternal optimists! Like the saying that hangs on my wall at 
home: “The charm of fishing is that it is the pursuit of what is elusive but attainable, a perpetual series of 
occasions for hope.”) So, Simon, being a fisherman, is willing to accept a tip and says, “Okay, if you say so.” 
Back out into the water—just one more cast! And he puts out into the deep water and lets down his nets and sure 
enough they catch so many fish they can hardly haul them all in! 
 
Now, you've heard fish stories like that. I mean, I've told fish stories like that! And, I know Sam Gentry has, too. 
That's just the way fishing is. You can fish for hours and not catch a thing, and then suddenly, just a few feet to 
the left of where you've been fishing, or for that matter the exact same place, suddenly you catch a whopper! 
Suddenly you might start catching fish on every cast. Who knows?! That's just the way fishing is, and so all 
great fish stories have to do with amazing surprise, and completely unlikely triumphs often involving as 
seemingly random suggestions as fishing just a foot or so to the right. 
 
So, this really is a pretty typical fish story. What's unusual is Simon's understanding of what happens and his 
reaction to it. When he witnesses what happens he falls down at Jesus' knees and says, “Go away from me, 
Lord, for I am a sinful man!” That is, Simon has an authentic experience of worship! Simon sees what happens 
with the fish, which really is just a part of fishing, some days you have extraordinarily good fortune, some days 
nothing; Simon sees it not as luck, or good fortune, but as the blessing of God. He translates ordinary good 
fortune into the humbling wonder of being embraced by a gracious God. And having sensed the presence of 



God, he also knows acutely how far he falls short of the holy in living his life. “Go away from me Lord,” he 
says, “I am a sinful man!” 
 
That's an experience that happens in authentic worship. Maybe you've had that experience in a way. Maybe 
sometime you've caught a glimpse of the vision God has for the church and for the world and it's left you feeling 
overwhelmingly inadequate to the task. Maybe you become keenly aware of how far short you fall in your own 
life and relationships. So how can you do good for God on any kind of larger scale? Judging from the lesson last 
week about Jesus' encounter with the hometown folks in Nazareth, it would seem that experience of knowing 
how far we fall short, of knowing all the ways we continue to act as God's enemies by how we think of and treat 
those different from us, is a necessary and needed experience of worship. It would seem that Jesus thought that 
that's the beginning, perhaps as it is here for Simon.  
 
So, that's a good thing that we've had that experience. And, as I think about that in regard to this text in Luke, I 
think that particularly in the area of “catching” people up in the Good News, many of us have felt inadequate. 
The whole business of evangelism scares us, not only because of the brow-beating, manipulative, “you're on the 
outside and need to be on the inside like me” kind that we've seen or experienced and want nothing to do with. 
But also because we wonder about our own faith. We wonder if we really have anything special to share or to 
say. And in its own way, that's a type of this same experience that Simon had. We feel like we're too far from 
some notion in our heads about where we need to be, to even think about that. 
 
Listen to Jesus' response. “Do not be afraid,” he says to Simon, “from now on you will be catching people.” 
Jesus has complete confidence in Simon, this man who's just expressed how far short he knows himself to fall. 
That's not because Jesus knows Simon's actually a really great guy, who really does better than most people. 
Rather, Jesus is saying to Simon that that honest experience and assessment of himself should not paralyze him. 
In fact, it should empower him for the Good News, because the Good News is that God's love is big enough to 
include us sinners, all. And here's the thing, in Simon's reaction to the catch of fish, in that translating of an 
ordinary experience of good fortune, a fisherman's chance luck, into an experience of humbling wonder at the 
abundant blessings of a gracious God, Jesus has already seen in Simon the only tool that's needed to “catch” 
people up in the Good News. 
 
Friends, that's all we need. The eyes of faith, the ability to see ordinary, everyday life as so much the outpouring 
and gift of a loving God that it is worth celebrating and sharing together! G.K. Chesterton, in his book on St. 
Francis, bids us imagine Francis as someone who sees his world upside down. Such a vision, you see, leaves 
everything the same; except that now they are seen to hang, literally depend, on the grace of God. The very 
objects that seemed most secure, the heaviest walls and strongest battlements, are revealed as helpless and 
imperiled. Francis “might love his little town as much as before, or more than before, but the nature of his love 
would be altered...Instead of being merely proud of his strong city because it could not be moved, he would be 
thankful to God...that it had not been dropped...” 
 
Evangelism, “catching” people up in the Good News, is not about getting others inside ours or any church doors. 
It's not about in any way convincing others of how they need to change in order to be “insiders” like us. That 
kind of evangelism gets wrong who God is revealed to be in Jesus Christ, the One whose love always and 
forever includes us all. We need to get that right. Because that kind of God really is Good News! We are called 
to “catch” people up in that good news! Which means evangelism is about celebrating and sharing life, this life 
we (because of who we know God to be) understand to be one big outpouring of God's love for all. Evangelism 
is about celebrating and sharing life together with all our neighbors, and making the connection as to why we 
think life is to be celebrated and shared with all.  
 
That's very simply what we're doing with the Living Water ministry on Monday afternoons. We are saying, and 
in fact when people ask we can say, “God has given you to us as neighbors, as gifts right here in our back yard.” 
“We see your children as gifts of God.” “We see you, their devoted, loving parents and relatives as gifts of 
God.” “And we think that's something worth celebrating; here have some water on us.” Where are they going to 
hear that in our culture? Too often the churches are just giving off a religious version of the same thing the 



culture gives off in a thousand ways: “You aren't good enough until you become like me.” But I think instead, 
giving people the eyes to see themselves and their children and their lives as amazing gifts of a loving God is 
something that can change their lives. It's something that can change our lives. I think that's a pretty winsome 
and inviting thing to hear, don't you? Do not be afraid. It's about seeing ordinary life as a precious gift of a 
loving God worth celebrating and sharing. And there is not special “insiders” knowledge or gifts needed to do 
that. Anybody can do that. I mean, even Simon could do that. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


