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Well, first off, to review, belief in Jesus' resurrection isn’t primarily about professing certain 
things as historical or scientific “facts.” The stories of the Gospels and the doctrines of the faith 
are only to assist us in getting to the doorstep of belief. Belief is about reliance or trust in this 
One, Jesus Christ, as the Lord of your life, as the One who through all things you will continue 
to try to follow, to live his way in the world. So, when Thomas, who wasn't there, has heard the 
others' witness, “We have seen the Lord,” refuses to believe, that's what John is talking about. 
 
So often, we have read the story of Thomas as if what Thomas needed was scientific proof that 
such a thing as resurrection could happen. That's probably because we have confused 
Resurrection with the resuscitation of a corpse. That's not what Resurrection is and 
consequently that's not what's important in this story. I mean look, it's like this: if you heard 
that last week in Texas a certain man named George Lanning was executed as a criminal and 
certified dead and now three days later is alive again, I'm guessing that your reaction to that 
news would be a whole lot closer to something like “Woh, are you kidding me, that's wild.” 
than it would be to “Tell me where this person is so I can worship him!” 
 
As Sarah Dylan Breuer has noted, if all we knew of Jesus was that he had been crucified, and 
rose from the dead, it would be little more than some ancient version of a supermarket tabloid 
headline. “The real, untold story!” But, see resurrection has to do not with resuscitating a 
corpse but with how God finally makes the injustice and brokenness of the world right. So, 
what's significant is not that a corpse was resuscitated, but that this man, Jesus of Nazareth is 
the One God vindicated, that he and no other, is as Paul put it, “the firstborn of the new 
creation.” By raising Jesus, God says, this man lived the only kind of human life worth living: 
life as I intended it. 
 
That's where Thomas isn't willing to go, yet. Thomas doesn't believe. Thomas is unwilling to 
trust, unwilling to follow. This life, the life of Jesus is the only kind worth living? After all, it 
ended in crucifixion and shame. Well, you can understand how the thought of that could roil 
you up in fear. Which is why, you remember, when Jesus comes back and stands among the 
disciples, all locked up behind closed doors for fear, his work is to bring them peace and 
assurance. He's saying, “you can do this,” as he breathes the Holy Spirit on them saying, “If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 
See, what's significant is not that a body has been resuscitated. What's significant is that Jesus, 
is God's anointed who by the power of his resurrection has the power to forgive sin, a power 
that only God has until now, when it is frighteningly given to the church. To us. See, being 
people with long memories, as we are, it's not easy to live that way in the world, forgiving sin, 
is it? That's the real story, here. Thomas doesn't believe. Thomas doesn't trust that he can or 
even should live his life that way. 
 
This text in John makes clear that the meaning of the resurrection for our lives is, as Stanley 
Hauerwas has said, that God has triumphed over life determined by unending vengeance, tit for 
tat. So, as we noted last week, that's why trusting in the resurrection is hard. It means the world 
as we assume it is and always will be is in fact a lie. It's interesting what Jesus says at the very 
end of this story. He says, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
See, the resurrection of Jesus says that what we know of the world by trusting our eyes is 
deficient unless we know where and how to see God in it. And if that's Jesus, then seeing him 
and knowing the world correctly is forever tied to forgiving sins. We won't see our resurrected 
Lord, and we certainly can't count ourselves as believers in Him until and unless we are 
actively engaged in a life centered on forgiving the sins of others. Trusting in this Jesus is hard. 



 
Robert Capon has said of the church: “She is not in the business of telling the world what's 
right and wrong so that it can do good and avoid evil.  She is in the business of offering, to a 
world which knows all about that tiresome subject, (of right and wrong and good and evil) 
forgiveness for its chronic unwillingness to take its own advice.” We have a difficult calling. 
But the story doesn't end there. You remember. Jesus appears to Thomas in the way that 
Thomas needs in order for him to become a believer, a follower. We don't know what took 
Thomas away from Peter and the others that first night of Easter. But, we do know that a week 
later he was with them and Jesus came speaking peace and assurance again, and he invited 
Thomas to experience his wounded and risen life in the world. He said to Thomas, “doubt no 
longer that you can or should enter into this life which seeks to stop the cycle of vengeance... 
this life of forgiving others.” “You can and you should...see I am the Resurrected.” 
 
“Believe.” And Thomas doesn't say, “Wow you came back!” he answers: “My Lord and my 
God!” What an amazing response! See, Thomas wasn't looking for proof. He was looking for 
Lordship! He was looking for the One to give his life to! Tradition has it that Thomas was so 
transformed and inspired that he went forth from that place and proclaimed the Good News that 
this is who God is, the forgiving One, the one who never stops forgiving all the way through 
being crucified, proclaiming that as far away as Syria and India.  You know, it's funny, we've 
named Thomas “doubting Thomas,” which is too bad mainly because we get caught up in this 
proof thing which isn't what the story is about. But, the story itself has another name for 
Thomas. You remember? He's the one who as called “the Twin.” And, I think Frederick 
Buechner had it right when he said, “if you want to know who the other twin is, I can tell you. I 
am the other twin, and unless I miss my guess, so are you.” It's you and me. We're Thomas' 
twin.  
 
Too often not yet having learned how and where to see God in the  world, in forgiving others 
their sins, we think we know the world just as well as we need to. “Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have come to believe.” In other words, I think this story says that the 
resurrection of Jesus will be real for us when we touch Him by forgiving those who have done 
things they need to be forgiven for. When we enter into his resurrected life in the world, then 
we will know that he is resurrected. Buechner calls that seeing with the heart, and not just with 
the eyes. And he suggests that maybe when Thomas saw the resurrected Lord and touched him 
was the first time Thomas really saw the truth of Jesus and not just the fact of Jesus. He saw 
who Jesus was for him, Lord. So, says Buechner: “to see him with the heart is to know that in 
the long run his kind of life is the only life worth living. To see him with the heart is not only to 
believe in him but little by little to become bearers to each other of his healing life until we 
become finally healed and whole and alive within ourselves. To see him with the heart is to 
take heart, to grow true hearts, brave hearts, at last.” It's why he comes to us, still. To say: you 
can do this, you can grow true and brave enough hearts to live lives centered on forgiving sins. 
 
May it be so. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


