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In the verses immediately before tonight's Gospel lesson, Jesus proclaims, “I have come as light 
into the world, so that everyone who believes in me should not remain in the darkness.” The 
trouble is, of course, as these days at the end of Holy Week are meant to make us see, we love 
our darkness. The trouble with too much real light, the kind Jesus shines, is that it reveals 
things in us we don't want to see, much less let others see. That's what's going on in this story. 
 
We can see it clearly with Peter and with Judas. At the beginning of this story the difference 
between Peter and Judas is only a matter of degree. They were both, I think, pretty 
uncomfortable with the amount of light Jesus was shining on them. It's just that Judas has 
already shut that light out. He's already decided that he prefers the darkness where he can still 
think of himself as a pretty good person. But, you see, Jesus' light always seems to shine 
equally on everybody. So, it makes it hard to feel better than anyone else. And, you remember 
from the story of Mary and the jar of nard, where Judas complained how the nard should have 
been sold and the money given to the poor. He liked feeling morally superior. Who doesn't? 
It's that same light that Jesus shines that Peter reacts against too, at first. 
 
He realizes the nature of that light when Jesus takes off his robe and ties a towel around himself 
and begins washing their feet. If the Master does this for the disciples, then it means this light 
shines so brightly and so honestly that all claims of moral superiority must be surrendered. 
Jesus even surrenders them. And that's what Peter reacts against! The reversal of his moral 
hierarchies threatened the very meaning of his life as he'd lived it thus far. That's what all of 
this is still all about, in this Holy Week, and every day or our lives.  
 
The choice is still ours, isn't it? It's either this light that Jesus shines on and in us all, or the 
darkness that we misname “light.” Either as Paul said, God was in Christ reconciling everyone 
(the world!) because everyone has sacred human worth, everyone is God's beloved child, or 
we're right back into all of our moral justifications as to why it's okay to treat some as less. At 
which point, no matter what we say in church, what we're really saying is that God was not in 
Christ, that that's not who God is. And we will walk back out into the night with Judas to betray 
Christ. The choice is ours, every day. 
 
But, we are here tonight and tomorrow night trying again to let Jesus' honest light shine on us. 
We are here on this journey trying to learn more still how not to betray him. And so, we listen 
to this story and watch as Jesus shows disciples like us. Here's how, he says. I'm setting you an 
example. “Jesus knowing that ... he  had come from God and was going to God,” that is, 
knowing that his life was secure in this God who had declared that he was well-pleased with 
him before he'd even begun his ministry. That is, he was free to live now as if he’d already 
died! Without any need of self-justification, without any need to show his moral superiority to 
anyone. He was free to embrace everyone. Even Judas was still there you see, and as John tells 
the story, Jesus knew what Judas was going to do. He knew he wasn't going to be able to 
change Judas, and it didn't matter, he still washed his feet. He set us an example. He “got up 
from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water 
into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet...” 
 
Jesuit priest, Ignatius Feaver tells the story of walking through the last months of a gay man's 
life with him as the man was dying with Aids. The man's name was Peter. One day, a few 
weeks before Peter's death he asked if Feaver could visit him. When he arrived he found that 
there were two other friends there. Peter said from his sick bed, “this morning I saw this great 
recipe on TV and I want to make it for you.” Says Feaver, you have to understand that Peter 
was at this point, skin and bone  and literally had been confined to his bed. But, asking all of 



them there not to help him, he got up and made the recipe and then served it to them; and 
retired back to his bed to watch them eat it. 
 
Writes Feaver: “I was so overcome by the 'sacredness' of this moment. It was truly and most 
profoundly a eucharistic moment. I felt immensely connected not only to those I was eating 
with but most especially to Peter. What made this such a profoundly, sacramental moment? In 
reflecting back,” says Feaver, “I sense that Peter understood the Jesus of John's gospel; the one 
who washed feet at that last meal.” He understood Jesus' message and actions as one of 
brotherhood, that takes its shape and purpose in service. What happened in Peter's gesture was 
the visualizing of how deeply he believed in the sacredness of the human person, and how 
important sharing this with close friends was to him.” 
 
Theologian James Alison has written, “When we talk about discipleship, it is to this sort of 
fraternal listening and imitating that we are referring. It is through this horizontal discipleship 
alone that people will come to perceive who God is, and discover God's paternity.” Friends, 
that is to be our life, those who serve all our sisters and brothers unconditionally. It is who we 
are. It is who we must be if we would not betray him again. May it be so. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


